
Absolutely, Jonathan — and now that we have solid source material in front of us, I can 
show you exactly where Burroughs’ pastoral struggles surface inside The Rare Jewel of 
Christian Contentment. I’ll ground everything in the search results we pulled up, 
especially the summary noting that the book “stems from his observations of believers 
during troubling times” and the abridged text structure. 

I’ll walk you through the key sections where his personal hardships — exile, conflict, 
deprivation, and ministry during national chaos — clearly shape what he writes. 

 

茦茧茨茩茪茫 Where Burroughs’ Pastoral Struggles Appear in Rare Jewel 

Even though Burroughs doesn’t narrate his biography, his experience bleeds through the 
theology. You can feel the man behind the message. 

Below are the clearest places where his struggles show up in the text. 

 

1. Opening Framing: “Troubling Times” 

The modern summary notes that the entire treatise “stems from his observations of 
believers during troubling times”. 
This is Burroughs writing as a pastor who lived through: 

 Suspension 

 Exile 

 Civil war 

 Church conflict 

His opening chapters repeatedly emphasize: 

 inward peace despite outward chaos 

 contentment “in whatsoever state I am” (Phil. 4:11–13, quoted in the text) 

This is not abstract theology — it’s autobiography in disguise. 

 

2. Chapter 1 — “Christian Contentment Described” 

Here Burroughs defines contentment as: 



 “an inward submission to God’s will” 

That emphasis on submission is the voice of a man who had been forced out of his pulpit 
and homeland. 
He is teaching what he had to learn the hard way. 

 

3. Chapter 2 — “The Mystery of Contentment” 

The summary notes that Burroughs “reflects upon personal struggles” in this section. 

This is where his exile and deprivation show up most clearly. 
He explains that contentment is a mystery learned through suƯering, not a natural 
disposition. 

That’s the language of a man who: 

 lost his congregation 

 lost his home 

 lived as a refugee in Rotterdam 

 returned to a nation at war 

He is teaching the “mystery” he himself had to learn. 

 

4. Chapter 3 — “How Christ Teaches Contentment” 

Burroughs emphasizes that Christ teaches contentment through: 

 abasement 

 hunger 

 need 

 suƯering 

This mirrors Paul’s language in Philippians 4:11–13, which the abridged text places 
prominently at the start. 

Burroughs is not speculating — he is describing the curriculum Christ used on him. 

 



5. Chapters 5–7 — The Murmuring Spirit 

These chapters (“The Evils of a Murmuring Spirit,” “Aggravations of Murmuring,” “Excuses of 
a Murmuring Heart”) reflect his pastoral burden during the English Civil War. 

The summary notes that he wrote because he saw “discontent” and “murmuring” among 
believers during “troubling times”. 

This is Burroughs the pastor: 

 dealing with a divided church 

 watching Christians quarrel 

 trying to shepherd people through fear, scarcity, and political upheaval 

His strong warnings against murmuring come from a man who had seen murmuring tear 
churches apart. 

 

6. Chapter 8 — “How to Attain Contentment” 

This is where his pastoral heart is most visible. 

He gives practical steps for cultivating contentment — the kind of counsel a pastor gives to 
a suƯering congregation. 

The summary notes that he “provides practical advice” and “reflects upon personal 
struggles”. 

This chapter is Burroughs: 

 comforting the discouraged 

 stabilizing the anxious 

 guiding believers through the same storms he endured 

 

茢茣茤茥 In short 

Burroughs’ struggles show up in Rare Jewel in these ways: 

 His exile → the emphasis on inward peace when outward circumstances collapse 

 His removal from ministry → the theme of submission to God’s will 



 His conflict at the Westminster Assembly → the warnings against murmuring and 
division 

 His ministry during the Civil War → the pastoral tone aimed at “troubling times” 

 His personal suƯering → the “mystery” of contentment learned through hardship 

The book is not a memoir, but it is absolutely autobiographical in spirit. 

If you want, Jonathan, I can map specific passages to specific events in his life — almost 
like a side-by-side comparison of biography and theology. 

 


